CHEMISTRY IN THEATRE

Insufficiency, Phallacy or Both

by Carl Djerassi (Stanford University, USA)
This book examines the questions “What can science do for the theatre?” and “What can the theatre do for science?” which raise challenges for both theatre professionals and scientists. Unusually, this book deals with plays first and foremost as reading material — as texts to be read alone or in dramatic readings — rather than emphasizing performances on the stage. Concrete examples are given to demonstrate the potential pedagogic value of using the dialogic style and plot structure of plays in science, with a special focus on chemistry.
Very few books have dealt with the subject of science-in-theatre and virtually none with chemistry-in-theatre. Texts of the author's two recent plays, Insufficiency and Phallacy, are included in their entirety to offer concrete examples of plays dealing with actual (rather than invented) chemistry. Insufficiency represents an example from the field of beer and champagne bubbles, where the topics of academic tenure and fashion in chemistry are analyzed, whereas in Phallacy, a case history of the similarities and differences between science and art is presented for debate.
Contents: Preface: Plays on the Page Rather than Stage; Plays Dealing with Chemistry; Insufficiency: A Play in 9 Scenes; Phallacy: A Play in 27 Scenes.
Readership: Students and professionals in the fields of science and theatre, as well as people who are interested in these two fields.
“First hook the fish and then bring it on board. This book is an excellent hook for arousing interest for chemistry and science by playfully uncovering high complexity behind apparent simplicity.”
Jean-Marie Lehn
Nobel Laureate in Chemistry
“In these tantalizing plays, Djerassi again delivers compelling science-in-fiction, superbly crafted and bristling with his inimitable verve and zest.”
Dudley Hershbach
Nobel Laureate in Chemistry
“Djerassi's creativity and passion connect science and the arts. Chemistry, drama, ethics, sociology, humor, and more … artistically conceived, engaging, and enriching to all.”
Bassam Z Shakhashiri
University of Wisconsin
President of the American Chemical Society
132pp
Mar 2012

978-1-84816-937-1
US$58
£38
S$77
978-1-84816-938-8(pbk)
US$24
£16
S$24
FOR BOOKSHOPS
