HU JINTAO

China's Silent Ruler

by Kerry Brown (Chatham House, UK)
Over the six-month period from late 2012 to early 2013, Hu Jintao, the President of the People's Republic of China, Chair of the Central Military Commission, and Party Secretary of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP), will relinquish at least two of his three positions. According to the constitution of the CCP, his time as Party head will come to an end, given that he has already served for two terms. Well over the supposed retirement age of 68, he will have to hand over the leadership of China to a new generation of leaders at the 18th Party Congress in Beijing. In Chinese politics, the act of retirement is surprisingly difficult, but Hu Jintao is widely known for his reserve and reticence; there is little doubt that he could disappear into a quiet and anonymous retirement if he so desires.
This timely volume thus aims to provide an analytical assessment of Hu's period in charge of the world's most populous country. It concentrates briefly on his early life and entry into politics, then considers and evaluates his stewardship of the economy and of international affairs, as well as his ideological contribution and leadership of the communist party. In the process, the reader will also be afforded a broad overview of China's rapid developments over the last decade, since 2002.
Contents: Life; The Hu Era: Politics and Internal Affairs; A Strong Rich Country: The Chinese Economy Under Hu; China's International Face Under Hu; What Does Hu Think? Ideology in the Hu Era; Always the Party Man: Hu and the CCP; Hu Jintao: A Provisional Assessment.
Readership: Undergraduate and postgraduate students, academics & general public interested in China's politics, society and history.
“Kerry Brown has written an outstandingly insightful book on Hu Jintao. This is not only the first English-language biography of one of the most powerful and also most enigmatic political leaders in the world today, but also an invaluable guide to contemporary China and its prospects.”
Dr Julia Lovell
Birkbeck, University of London
“In Hu Jintao: China's Silent Ruler, Kerry Brown offers a comprehensive and informative account of Hu Jintao's leadership of China during the crucial first decade of the twenty-first century. Brown assesses the policy successes and shortcomings of Hu's leadership in such critical areas as Chinese economics, foreign policy, the Chinese Communist Party, and social stability. Brown's wide-ranging analysis establishes the benchmark for any future study of Hu Jintao's presidency.”
Professor Robert Ross
Boston College
Key Features:

· Unique — no other attempt has been made to do this so far

· Focused on his personality and tries to tell the story of China since 2002 around his impact and influence

· Based on the author's experiences as a former diplomat and then as senior fellow for one of the world's most important think tanks in China
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